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Program for July 10 monthly meeting: 

CONVENTION REPORT & WATERMELON PARTY 
Report will be presented by Fannae Shields, President, Fort Worth HLA 
Learn what happened at the HLAA convention. Get summaries of workshops, 

handouts and freebies, impressions of Milwaukee. 

After the brief report: WATERMELON PARTY. This will be fun! 

Meeting 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., 2500 Lipscomb St., Fort Worth 

 

 
 

Defensive Driving Course at Goodrich Center 
Saturday, July 17, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

Deaf Action Center will host a Defensive Driving Course with Claire Hansen from L.O. Martinez 
Defensive Driving. If you need a ticket dismissal or discount on your insurance, come out to this course 

where you can learn techniques on how to drive safe in a fun and innovative way. 
 

Class cost is $25.00 per person or $30.00 with lunch included. We ask for money orders only, which can 
be made payable to Deaf Action Center on or before July 14, 2010. Please RSVP to Norma Castillo. 
Email: DeafnessRS3b@dars.state.tx.us. Telephone: (817) 926-5305 or Videophone: (817) 484-6776 

Listening systems can be provided for hard of hearing persons, but not CART (captioning). 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Association of Parents and Educators of the Deaf (T.A.P.E.D) 

Statewide Conference at Omni Hotel, Fort Worth, July 22 – 24 
Our chapter will have a booth there! 

“Celebrating our Unique Community” 
What is “unique” about deafness is that it affects an individual’s access to communication. This access can be 
obtained through sign language, technology (including hearing aids, cochlear implants, assistive devices, 
computers), speech reading, and captioning. However, without the support of these various methods of access, 
communication and language would be greatly impeded. Hearing loss brings together a community of parents and 
their children with a variety of professionals who work with hearing loss. It makes our community “unique.” 

For additional conference information, contact Sandy Chance at sandra.chance@cfisd.net, Sharon Parham at 
parhamshar@aol.com, or Connie Ferguson at connief@bryanisd.org. 



PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

 
Last month Emma Hill (our chapter Librarian/Historian) and I had the opportunity to share our 
opinions on the to-be-installed Real-Time Captioning system in the Fort Worth City Council 
chambers. I encourage every member to take time to attend at least one meeting once it is 
installed and see how much easier it becomes for a hearing loss or deaf person to follow what is 

going on in the meeting. I would hope once you find you can understand what is going on, you will 
want to have a voice and involvement with the City Council.  

 
One of the important aspects of participating in our chapter is to be able to help or reach out to others when they 
don’t know where to go or when they or a member of their family learns they need hearing assistance. Chapter 
member Amada Collazo stepped up to do all she could to help a family who learned their 11-year-old son needed a 
CI. I am so grateful to her, as I didn’t know who else to turn to who would understand what was going on related to 
hearing loss and the needed communication between the foundation and the family in need. 
 
When I received a message from the Canada Hearing Association about the family in Tarrant County in need, I didn’t 
give it a second thought. Rather, I just transferred the message to the Dallas Hearing Foundation. Then I got a 
message from foundation administrator Melissa Benton saying the lady spoke Spanish only, and she wasn’t able to 
communicate their needs. Melissa said she had a friend who would translate for her -- only she called ME! I don’t 
speak Spanish, but remembered Amada and prayed she would be able to interpret for them.  
 
Amada, like the rest of us, has a hearing loss, and while she wasn’t able to understand everything on the phone,   
she took the time to set up a face to face meeting with the family so she could speech read and interpret the needed 
information to the foundation. I want you to join me in thanking Amada for going the extra mile for this boy and his 
family. Thank you a million, Amada! 

Fannae Shields (Fannae.Shields@utdallas.edu) 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Board of Directors 
    President:             Fannae Shields (fannae.shields@utdallas.edu) 
     VP:              Kelli Barrow (kelli.barrow@sbcglobal.net) 
     Secretary:              
     Treasurer:             Arnita Smith Garner (mspurity36@yahoo.com) 
     Newsletter Editor:     Fannae Shields (fannae.shields@utdallas.edu) 
     Librarian:             Emma Hill (wbehill@earthlink.net) 
     Hospitality Chair:      Terri King (terrik76126@aol.com) 

 
          Professional Advisors 
            Dan White (danw@goodrichcenter.org) 
            Karen Moulder (HLRS3b@dars.state.tx.us) 
. 

Only Hearing Loss Association of America provides a national advocacy presence, a website with reliable, organized, and 
archived answers to questions about hearing loss and assistive technology, the Hearing Loss Magazine, with credible, 
current information, over 200 local support chapters and 14 state organizations, discounts to annual national conventions 
and many regional conferences.  For $35 per year, less than 70 cents a week, we give you information and encouragement 
to be a vital person in our hearing world. We are here for you because you care enough to be a part of the national concern 
for hearing loss. We appreciate your membership. If you have not become a national member, information and instructions 
are available at www.hearingloss.org. 
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Spotlight 
on our 
Members: 
 
Wesley Allen and 
Rebekah Roberts 

 
Wes Allen is known as the “Memory Man.” He 
enjoys memorizing and reciting notable political 
speeches, passages from the Bible, and other 
material. He also teaches memorization. He 
builds websites, publishes e-books, makes fliers 
and labels, gives motivational talks, and writes 
self improvement articles. He is also a skilled 
carpenter and cabinet maker. Hobbies and 
interests include archery, dancing, jazzercise, 
yoga, walking, jogging, cooking, baking, and 
housekeeping. He seeks friendship, fellowship, 
and conversation from the group. “We can be 
the very best at supporting each other,” he says. 
“Let’s get to know each other, help each other, 
and be there for each other.” Wes has a severe 
to profound hearing loss and uses two hearing 
aids and assistive listening devices. 
 
Rebekah Roberts has a severe hearing loss, 
and uses hearing aids, T-coil, and neckloop. 
She is good at cooking, cleaning, laundry, and 
home health care. She enjoys reading, shop-
ping, and exercise. She is looking for better 
hearing devices, a useful cell phone, improved 
communication skills, job hunting skills, and lip 
reading. 
 

TOO MUCH SEX 
MAKES YOU 

GO DEAF 
 
It’s an old joke. You start off saying the sentence 
above in a normal voice, but get softer down to a 
whisper at the end. The guy you’re talking to 
says, “What?” You repeat it, and everybody gets 
a laugh. But for some men, it may be true. 
 
A recent study at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham showed men who use Viagra may 
suffer hearing loss. “The study found men who 
take Viagra are twice as likely to experience 
hearing loss than those who don't take PDE-5i 
drugs. The reason for this increase in hearing 

loss isn't specified, though hearing experts 
believe that increased blood flow to the delicate 
hearing mechanism may actually damage parts 
of the auditory [hearing] system,” according to a 
Healthy Hearing article dated June 9, 2010. 
 
“Viagra was originally developed to increase 
blood flow to and through the heart, then to 
increase blood flow to the male sexual organ; 
however, PDE-5i also increases blood flow 
throughout the entire body. It doesn't selectively 
increase blood flow in certain parts of the body 
and subsequently may also increase blood flow 
to the inner ears,” the article said. 
 
A surprising number of drugs can cause hearing 
loss. Check with your doctor or pharmacist. 
 

SPONSORS 
In the printed version of the newsletter, 

we have advertisements from the following 
sponsors not shown in this e-newsletter: 

 
Allergy, Ear, Nose and Throat Specialists of Texas 

 
Anthony Hearing Aids 

 
Audiology Associates of Arlington 

 
Cobb Audiology & Hearing Aid Center 

 
Compu-TTY, Inc. 

 
HealthFirst Medical Group 

 
Jones Audiology & Hearing Aid Center 

 
Physicians’ Hearing Aid Center 

 
Premier Hearing Centers 

 
We are extremely grateful for the financial support 
we receive from our sponsors. Mention of goods or 
services does not imply our endorsement, nor should 

omission suggest disapproval. 
 

ANTHONY HEARING AIDS 
Specializing in Difficult Hearing Aid Fittings 

 
Sandra Clarkson, MA, CCC-A, FAAA 

Lead Audiologist 
Hollis Hardman, MA, CCC-A, FAAA 

Audiologist 
Kirsten Jarrell, AuD., CCC-A, FAAA 

Audiologist 

901 Hemphill    Fort Worth, Texas 76104 

817/338-HEAR (4327)



New hearing aid uses your tooth to transmit sound 
Source: Singularity Hub, January 29, 2010  by Aaron Saenz  

Single sided deafness affects around 200 out of every million people the world over. The loss of stereo 
hearing can prove dangerous when crossing the street, or other mobile environments. Sonitus Medical has 
developed a new device, SoundBite, that uses the natural conduction of teeth and bone to transmit sound 
to the inner ear even after the outer and middle ear are damaged. 

SoundBite sends audio by mildly 
vibrating the teeth and jaw bone. 
Once it is in the mouth, the hearing 
aid is almost imperceptible. 

 

 
 

SoundBite detects noise using a microphone placed in the ear connected to a transmitter in a behind-the-
ear (BTE) device. The BTE transmits to an in-the-mouth (ITM) device that sends small sound waves 
through the jaw to the cochlea. There is no surgery needed, and both the BTE and ITM are easily removed 
to be charged inductively. Sonitus Medical is still preparing the SoundBite for eventual FDA trials for 
single sided, and (eventually) other forms of deafness.  

Perhaps the Bluetooth headset of the future will involve actual teeth. 

 

On web video, captions are coming slowly  
By BRIAN STELTER Source: http://www.nytimes.com Published: June 20, 2010 
  
Closed-captioning is mandatory on television, but not for TV programs on the Internet. And that has 
turned Web sites like ABC.com into battlegrounds for advocates, who have spoken up on the lack of 
captions on sites like CNN.com and services like Netflix. 
  
Media companies say they are working hard to make online video more accessible. But big gaps remain 
much to the dismay of deaf Web users. Television episodes on CBS.com, news videos on CNN.com and 
entertainment clips on MSN.com all lack captions, to name a few. Other Web sites, like NBC.com, are 
inconsistent about captioning, so “America’s Got Talent” has captions but “The Marriage Ref” does not. 
  
As online video becomes ever more popular, viewers with hearing loss face the prospect of a partly 
inaccessible Internet. “We do not want to be left behind as television moves to the Internet,” said 
Rosaline Crawford, the director of the law and advocacy center for the National Association of the Deaf. 
  
The Hearing Loss Association of America says that 36 million Americans have some degree of hearing 
loss. Other groups, like English-language learners, also benefit from captions. 
  
Groups like Ms. Crawford’s say they are merely fighting to maintain the access to television that they 
won a generation ago, in 1990, when Congress mandated closed captioning technology in virtually all TV 
sets, and in 1996, when Congress required most shows to have captions. “Every generation of 
technology that comes out seems to be a bit late on accessibility,” said Larry Goldberg, director of media 
access for WGBH, the PBS member station in Boston. 
  
Advocates are pushing Congress to pass an update to the bill that would mandate captions on any 
online video that has also appeared on TV, like prime-time comedies and dramas, and would take other 
steps to make consumer electronics more accessible, by requiring closed-caption buttons on remote 
controls, for instance. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.  

Saturday, July 10, meeting 
HLA meeting 10:00 AM  

Bring family and friends. 

Hearing Loss Association 
Convention Report 

Presented by Fannae Shields, 
President, Fort Worth Chapter 

 
Hear a report of convention highlights. 

To be followed by a fun 

WATERMELON PARTY! 
Bring a bib! 

 
We use listening devices and live captioning 

for communication accessibility at our meetings. 

2500 Lipscomb Street       Fort Worth, TX 76110 
 

 
 

 

    Fort Worth Chapter 

meets on the second Saturday 

of each month at the 

Goodrich Center for the Deaf  

and Hard of Hearing 

2500 Lipscomb Street 

Fort Worth, Texas 76110 

Telephone 817-926-5305 

for further information. 

 


